HOME JOY BY DENISE

Fall Home Maintenance

A simple seasonal checklist to protect your home before cooler weather arrives.

Heating & HVAC

[0 Schedule a professional furnace or heating
system tune-up.

[] Replace or clean the HVAC filter.
[J Test the thermostat before the first cold night.

Windows & Doors

[0 Inspect caulking around windows and exterior
doors.

[0 Replace worn weather stripping and check for
drafts.

Roof & Gutters

[J Have the roof inspected for damaged roofing,
flashing or signs of leaks.

[J Clean gutters and downspouts so rainwater can
drain away from the home.

[0 Trim branches that touch or hang over the roof.

Deck, Patio & Yard

[J Inspect decks and steps for loose boards,
fasteners or rot.

O Clean and store outdoor furniture as needed.

[J Check irrigation, hoses and outdoor faucets for
leaks.

Home Safety
[0 Test every smoke alarm.

[0 Replace batteries when applicable and replace
smoke alarms at the end of their service life. Many
are rated for 10 years.

[0 Test every carbon monoxide alarm.

[0 Replace batteries when applicable and replace
CO alarms according to the manufacturer's end-of-
life date.

Plumbing

[J Disconnect garden hoses where freezing
weather is possible.

[J Inspect exposed pipes and outdoor faucets.

Kitchen & Laundry

[J Vacuum refrigerator coils and clean behind the
refrigerator.

[0 Clean the garbage disposal.

[0 Clean the dryer lint trap and inspect/clean the
dryer exhaust vent.

Garage

[0 Test garage-door safety sensors and auto-
reverse.

[0 Inspect hinges, rollers and seasonal storage.

HOME JOY TIP

Pick one drawer, cabinet or closet to declutter this fall. Small projects add up before the holidays.
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Fall Home Safety & Service Record

Keep important dates in one place so next fall is easier.

California safety reminder

California homes must have smoke alarms and, in specified residences, carbon monoxide alarms in required
locations. Requirements can vary by property type and circumstances. Test alarms regularly, follow the
manufacturer's instructions, and replace alarms when they reach the end of their listed service life. When selling,
buying, remodeling or changing a home's systems, confirm current requirements with the appropriate local
authority or qualified professional.

When to call a licensed professional

Roofing, HVAC, electrical, plumbing, gas, chimney/fireplace and other specialized work can involve safety hazards,
permits or licensing requirements. Use properly licensed and qualified contractors when the work calls for
professional service. Do not climb onto a roof or attempt repairs that are outside your ability or comfort level.

Home maintenance service record

Maintenance item Date completed Company / pro Next service

HVAC / furnace service

HVAC filter

Roof inspection

Gutters / downspouts

Smoke alarms

CO alarms

Dryer vent

Notes for next season

Important disclaimer

This guide is for general informational purposes only and is not a substitute for a professional inspection, contractor
advice, manufacturer instructions, or legal/code guidance. Home conditions and local requirements vary. Hire
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appropriately licensed professionals for work that requires specialized training, licensing or permits.
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